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These procedures are recommended guidelines for performing a dye test of on-site sewage
treatment systems for occupied (at least 30 days of consecutive use) residential properties.
These recommended procedures are not mandatory; portions of this protocol may not be
feasible due to site conditions, visibility/availability of components, economic considerations,
etc. Any state or local rules or regulations regarding septic system testing will supersede this
protocol. Professional judgment must be exercised when conducting a septic dye test.

A dye test is a relatively low cost, non-invasive method for testing of private sewage treatment
systems. It is a limited, performance based test. This test does not provide a guarantee of the
present, or future, performance of the system. It is not a full evaluation of a sewage treatment
system, but nonetheless provides valuable information regarding the present performance of the
system. A septic dye test is ideally suited for evaluation of septic systems for real estate sales
purposes, since the test does not result in damage to the property, as would any excavation, and
provides minimal disruption of the occupant's use of the home during the test. More
comprehensive testing and evaluations are possible, and may be desirable, if greater assurance
is needed.

These procedures were adopted by the Central New York Chapter of the American Society of
Home Inspectors® Inc. on November 19, 1997. Our goal was to provide our clients with a
cost-effective dye test protocol which exercises system capabilities with sufficient rigor to
provide reasonable assurance that inadequately treated effluent is not surfacing. We thank the
Central New York county health departments and those private sector inspectors who reviewed
our initial efforts; their comments add much to this protocol.

1. Property & System information

1.1 If the septic tank has been pumped within the past 30 days, the inspector should either determine
that the tank is filled prior to conducting the dye test or postpone the test. Any alteration of the system
within the previous 30 days constitutes a valid reason to postpone the dye test. The client should be
encouraged to contact the contractor performing the work to determine the nature and purpose of any
alterations or pumping, the physical condition of the tank at the time it was pumped, reason for
pumping, and frequency of pumping.

1.2 The client should be encouraged to review any documentation regarding the system(s) to determine
that the system was approved by the appropriate authorities when installed or modified.

1.3 A review of any records by the inspector is not required, but may, if readily available, be helpful in
determining the system age and location of components.

2. Owner interview, if feasible

2.1 Interview the owner of the property regarding the system history and record the
information.
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